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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE HUMANITIES 
SEc. 8. (a) There is established in the National Endowment for 
the Humanities a National Council on the Humanities . 
. (b) The Council shall be composed of the Chairman 1 of the Na-
tional Endowment on 2 the Humanities, who shall be the Chair-
man 1 of the Council, and twenty-six other members appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
from private life. Such members shall be individuals~:who tl) are,,se-
lected from among private citizens of the United States who are 
recognized for their broad knowledge of, expertise in, or commit-
ment to the humanities, and (2) have established records of distin-
g~shed service and scholarship or creativity and in a manner 
Which will provide a comprehensive representation of the views of 
scholars and professional practitioners in the humanities and of 
the public throughout the United States. The President is request-
ed in the making of such appointments to give consideration to 
such recommendations as may from time to time be submitted to 
him by leading national organizations concerned with the human-
ities. In making such appointments, the President shall give due 
regard to equitable representation of women, minorities, and indi-
. viduals with disabilities who are involved in the humanities. 
(c) Each member shall hold office for a term of six years, except 
that (1) the members first taking office shall serve, as designated 
by the President, nine for terms of two years, nine for terms of 
four years, and eight for terms of six years, and (2) any member 
appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve for the remaind~r of the 
term for which such member's predecessor was appointed. No 
member shall be eligible for reappointment during the two-year 
period following the expiration of such member's term. Notwith-
standing any other provisions of this subsection, a member shall 
serve after the expiration of such member's term until such mem-
ber's successor takes office. 
